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Welcome to the new school year! 

As we begin another busy school year at St Joseph’s, it has been wonderful to see the children returning 

after the summer and to welcome all our new children and their families to our school. 

Thank you for your support so far in ensuring that children are wearing the correct uniform and have their 

PE kit in school at all times. Please make sure your child’s uniform is clearly marked with their name so 

that we can return items to their owners more easily. Please also remember to send your child with a coat, as 

we do try to get them outside when we can, and as you will know, the Rossendale weather can be rather 

unpredictable. 

I feel very lucky to be looking after this wonderful school while Mrs Scott is away, 

and I have enjoyed meeting many of you on the school drive and at Celebration 

Worship. My door is always open and if there is anything you wish to talk to me 

about, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Mrs Mussell, Acting Headteacher 

Congratulations to this year’s 

Head Girl, Head Boy, Deputy 

Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl – 

Lola, Logan, Robert and Emily! 

 

 

Friday 27th September 
9.00am in the school hall 

 

All welcome – please join us if you can. 

 

Donations of cakes are warmly 

welcomed – please bring these into 

school from Wednesday 25th September. 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 



 
 

  

We are once again taking part in the 

Penny Appeal for Rossendale Hospice. 

Your child will be bringing home a 

collection box – please fill this with any 

loose change you can spare, and return 

to school by Friday 18th October 2024. 

Rossendale Hospice is a charity and has 

to raise 75% of their annual running costs 

of £1million themselves. Every penny 

raised goes towards helping them deliver 

services for the people of Rossendale 

with life limiting conditions. 

 

This week we enjoyed a visit from the 

Lancashire County Library Service Book 

Bus. Our Seeds and Gardeners 

(Reception and Year 6 children) had fun 

choosing a new batch of 200 books 

which everyone across school will be 

able to borrow this year. 

 

Spooky Disco 
Wednesday 16th October 

£4 per child 

 

 

Tickets will go on sale on 23rd September 

and must be purchased in advance by 

Friday 11th October. 

 

 

Pupil Council 

Well done to our new Pupil Council 

members for 2024-2025, who will work 

with Miss Goodwin and make sure the 

pupil voice is heard at St Joseph’s. 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Important Update                   
Changes to Education-Related Penalty Notices 
You may be aware that the Department for Education has 

recently announced national changes to Penalty Notices 

issued for unauthorised absence in term time. These 

changes came into effect on 19 August 2024. 

The changes to be aware of are:  

 Penalty Notices issued for offences that take place after 

19 August 2024 will be charged at a new rate of £160 per 

parent per child. This can be paid at £80 if paid within 

21 days.  

 Any second Penalty Notice issued to the same parent for 

the same child within a rolling three year period will be 

issued at the rate of £160 to be paid within 28 days with 

no option for a discounted rate.  

 The threshold at which a Penalty Notice must be 

considered is set at 10 sessions (equivalent to five days) of 

unauthorised absence within a rolling 10-school week 

period. (A school week is any week in which a school 

meets at least once.) This may include absences as a 

result of arriving late after the register closes (ie after 

9.20am). The 10 school weeks may span different terms or 

school years.  

 A maximum of two Penalty Notices may be issued to 

a parent for the same child within a rolling three year 

period, so at the third (or subsequent) offence another 

course of action will need to be considered (such as 

prosecution or one of the other attendance legal 

interventions).  

 Only Penalty Notices issued for absences taking place 

after 19 August 2024 will count towards the above 

thresholds.  

 

 

 

 
 

We are thrilled to have received 

the School Games Silver Mark 

for 2023-24. 

The School Games Mark is a 

government-led awards 

scheme which rewards schools 

for their commitment to the 

development of competition 

across their school and into the 

community. 

 Participating in this process 

allows us to evaluate our PE 

provision and assists us in 

developing an action plan for 

future progress. 

 

 

 

We are delighted with the 

report following our visit from the 

Catholic Schools Inspectorate in 

July. The main findings were: 

 

 Catholic life and mission – 

Outstanding 

 Religious education – Good 

 Collective worship – Good 

 Overall effectiveness – Good 

 

The full report was sent home 

recently, and you can also find 

it on our website in the Faith Life 

section. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Our FREE Breakfast Club, sponsored by Greggs, 

starts at 8.00am (last admission 8.30am).  

No need to book, just turn up! 

STAR KIDS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
Star Kids is available to book from 

3.15–5.30pm every day 
 

Prices 

Half session - 3:15-4:15pm or 4.15-5.30pm* £4.50 

Full session - 3:15-5:30* £7.00 
*Late collection charges apply 

 

 
 

 

Thurs 26th Sept All Saints Open Evening 5-7pm 

Fri 27th Sept Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Tues 1st Oct Reception 2025 Open Day 

Wed 16th Oct Spooky Disco 

Fri 18th Oct  Feel Good Friday 

Fri 18th Sept  School Closes 3.20pm 

Mon 28th Oct  Term Begins 

Tues 29th Oct  Flu Vaccinations 

Mon 11th Nov Individual School Photos 

Fri 29th Nov Feel Good Friday 

Fri 6th Dec Whole School Trip to Panto 

Tues 10th Dec Key Stage 1 Christmas Shows 

Wed 11th Dec EYFS Christmas Shows 

Thur 12th Dec Key Stage 2 Christmas Shows 

Fri 13th Dec Christmas Fair 

Thur 19th Dec School Closes 2pm 

Mon 6th Jan Term Begins 

Fri 14th Feb School Closes 3.20pm 

Mon 24th Feb Term Begins 

Fri 4th Apr School Closes 2pm 

Mon 14th Apr Term Begins 

Fri 18th Apr Good Friday 

Mon 21st Apr Easter Monday 

Mon 5th May Bank Holiday 

Fri 23rd May School Closes 3.20pm 

Mon 9th June Term Begins 

Fri 18th July School Closes 2pm 

 
 

 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 

A reminder that payments for school dinners, After 

School Club, nursery fees, trips and events can be 

made by bank transfer: 

St Joseph’s RC Primary School 

01-07-29 50216139 

The cost of a school dinner is £2.50 per day 

(£12.50 per week). 

If you have not paid in advance, payments 

MUST BE MADE on the day you receive a text 

reminder. Failure to pay will mean we cannot 

provide a school dinner or your child cannot 

attend After School Club. Thank you. 

 

Happy Birthday to the children celebrating during September! 

Olivia B, Joshua, Alfie, Elisha, Jaxon M, Bridge, Robert, Jacob, and Layla. 

Reminder 
School starts at 8.50am – children 

arriving after this time are late. If 

your child is regularly arriving after 

8.50am please consider getting up 

and setting off earlier. Thank you 

 
You must not stop or park on the zig-zag lines 

outside school. We appreciate it gets busy but 

please give yourself a little extra time to park 

safely and walk your child into school. We 

need to keep everyone safe! Thank you. 


